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CO-OP

THANK YOU

TO OUR OWNERS!
OUR SUCCESS DEPENDS ON YOU.

$68,000  $76,000

IN OWNER SAVINGS TOTAL DONATED IN
: COOK COUNTY

2 70 2 TOTAL # OF OWNERS

Statistics for fiscal year 2021-2022

LEADERSHIP UPDATE FINANCIALS

CO-OP GIVING STAFF PICKS

INSIDE




POSITIVE CHANGES
AMIDST CHALLENGES

AHREN GRUNOW // GENERAL MANAGER

To our valued owners, guests, visitors, and friends,

What a remarkable year it has been for the Co-op. | say remarkable because

despite the steady stream of challenges - whether it be global supply disruptions,

the pandemic, or inflation - through it all, the Co-op continues to be a place the community
trusts to shop, gather, and feel connected to one another.

With over 2500 active owners and almost 200 new owners, it's indicative that the Co-op is
a place people value.

Retail grocery is a tough industry and continues to bring us a multitude of obstacles. We do
our best to navigate them with purpose so that we can lessen the impact to you. Last year we
focused on providing greater value to our shoppers and more benefits to our owners. We will
carry that into the coming year as well.

Our fantastic buyers continue to work closely with distributors to leverage our buying capabilities,
finding better deals on key ingredients, brands, and products so that we can pass those savings
on to you. We continue to foster partnerships in Cook County with the goal of creating greater
economic prosperity on a hyper-local scale and furthering positive change here.

The ever changing economic landscape will always present challenges. However, it's important
that we recognize and reflect on the accomplishments that continue to be made thanks to
the support of such an amazing group of customers, Board of Directors, and staff. None of this
would be possible without you.

s

1.5+ MILLION PAID IN STAFF
WAGES AND BENEFITS

100% OF TEAM MEMBERS
ELIGIBLE FOR PTO AND
SIMPLE IRA

"

,{’Q‘}; 40+ TEAM MEMBERS
100% OF FULL-TIME TEAM
MEMBERS ELIGIBLE FOR
HEALTH BENEFITS

$34,959—AMOUNT EMPLOYEES
SAVED IN DISCOUNTS

TEAM HIGHLIGHTS
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THANKS TO YOU,

OUR OWNERS

Greetings, fellow owners!

The past year has been an exciting one for the Co-op. | couldn’t begin to tell you

about the achievements without first extending a heartfelt thank you. Over the past couple of
years you have remained steadfast through the pandemic, supply and labor shortages, and a
leadership change. Without you, our beloved

co-op wouldn't be one of the community centers it has become.

We had $6.3 million in sales in the past fiscal year, a $200K year-over-year (YoY) increase. Our
sales allow us to support community-focused efforts like fair compensation for our staff, local
donations and collaborations, and fund our local producer scholarships. As a result, we have
been able to:

Meet our fourth Ends goal—to be a source of employment that
provides meaningful work, fair compensation, and benefits to our team

Provide over $68,000 in savings for owners through monthly store
discounts, up YoY from $58,000

. Relaunch our round-up program in March 2022 and generate $25,000+
& ) for community based programs (through Sept 22)

Bring more focus to our Cook County partner sales - $252,294 up
from $205,000 last year.

You might be thinking, wow, that is a lot! And it's true! Thanks to you, our store leadership,
and our amazing staff all of this has been possible. A sincere thanks and warm wishes from the
Board of Directors. We couldn't have done it without all of you.

@‘ LET US KNOW HOW WE'RE DOING. Email us at board@cookcounty.coop
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FISCAL YEAR END | FISCAL YEAR END
SUMMARY STATEMENT June 30, 2022 June 30, 2021

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS

Sales

Cost of Goods Sold (COGS)

Gross Profit

Operating Expenses
Other Income/Expenses

Net Income

ASSETS

Current Assets

Property/Building/Equipment

Other Assets
Total Assets

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

Current Liabilities
Long Term Liabilities

Total Liabilities

Owner Equity

Capital Reserve Fund
Earnings/Assets/Income

Total Equity

Total Liabilities & Equity
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$6,321,074 $6,123,465
$4,019,982 $3,836,279
$2,301,091 $2,287,185
$2,154,985 $2,026,539
$44,536 $43 514
$190,642 $304,161

$1101,722 $1,103,186
$1,615,776 $1,685,922
$232,474 $187,768
$2,910,719 $2,980,880

CO-0P GIVING

THANK YOU! Your patronage and generosity
have allowed us to help many people in our community.

$76/OOO >> TOTAL DONATIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021-2022

ROUND-UP

We've donated more than $25,000 between March
and September and are grateful for every penny
you've rounded up.

MARCH // Grand Marais Food Shelf
APRIL // Violence Prevention Center
MAY // Grand Portage Youth Program
JUNE // Cook County Local Energy Project
JULY // Grand Portage Rendezvous Days
AUGUST // Go Dog North Shore

SEPTEMBER // Cook County Schools:
Snacks for Kids

$332,464 $583,187
$719,491 $752,368
$1,051,955 $1,335,555
$623,586 $599,913
$68,445 $68,445
$953,294 $760,640
$1,645,325 $1,428,998
$2,980,880 $2,943,162

99

LOCAL PRODUCERS
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

“The Co-op has always been an incredible
source of support for our farm. We greatly
appreciate the enthusiasm and helpfulness
of the staff in taking on our produce.
By adding our vegetables to the store's
offerings, the co-op has increased customer
access to local Cook County produce, which
is so valuable to those who cannot make it to
the farmer’s market. Thank you, Co-op!”

—lan Andrus - Creaking Tree Farms

Gitchi, Kawa, and Fritter (L to R)

99

GRAND MARAIS
DOG PARK

“Through the Co-op’s Round-Up program
our organization was able to successfully
raise nearly $5,000! Those funds will cover
our operating expenses for an entire year
allowing us to focus future fundraising efforts
on building up our reserves for dog park
improvements and unexpected expenses. The
Co-op's support for the Grand Marais Dog Park
came at a critical time for our organization

"

and for that we are truly grateful

-Cathy Quinn
Go Dog North Shore Volunteer
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CO-0OP STAFF PICKS

CHARLES
DRAGONFRUIT
Look at this beauty. It tastes

like a kiwi/pear combo and just
looking at it makes me smile.

MICHAELA
SHY WOLF
CANDLES

| love the coziness of fall and
anything that adds to that vibe
is a ‘'yes." These candles are

especially life-giving.
*Also featured: Lake Champlain
Milk Chocolate + carving & mini

decorative pumpkins.

CATHERINE
ITHACA RED
PEPPER HUMMUS

Bright flavors, great texture,

opposite of bland, great on
veggies or crackers.

MARNI
CO-OP BAKERY
CROISSANTS

This is not just some ol’ greasy

commercial croissant, it's
perfectly buttery and lightly
sweet and they make my day.
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BRITTA
ALPACA ARTE
SOCKS

In love with these cozy socks!

They come in such pretty colors
and patterns and make perfect
gifts all year round.

RYAN

ICELANDIC
PROVISIONS SKYR
PEACH & CLOUDBERRY

Best darn yogurt in the Co-op.

Cloudberries and peaches
go perfectly together,
whoda thought?

SUMMER

MAD HIPPIE
HYDRATING
FACIAL SPF

It sinks into the skin super fast and

is so smooth! | use it every! day!

FOLLOW US FOR MORE
STAFF PICKS

®®

@COOKCOUNTYCOOP

QUICK PARTY FOOD IDEAS

FEATURING JAM & CHEESE

We have a variety of dairy-full and dairy-free varieties of cheese for entertaining during the

holiday season, as well as a delightful array of jams and jellies to go with them.

A STRONG
COMBINATION

Generally speaking, strongly
flavored cheeses pair well
with  assertively flavored
jams, and the opposite is also true: Mild cheeses
marry well with delicately flavored jams. If you
neglect this rule, you run the risk of one flavor
dominating, thus losing some of that magic that
happens when good flavors complement each
other. Try these assertive combinations:

» Blue cheese or Gouda with marmalade, black
currant, peach, plum, or red onion jam

» Aged cheddar with apple jelly, apple butter,
huckleberry or tomato jam

Mascarpone, a rich and
smooth fresh Italian
cheese, is delicious with
just about any jam. It's
less tangy and more
spreadable than cream cheese and has a mild,
creamy flavor. Here are some suggestions for
pairing this delectable cheese:

» Mascarpone with blueberry jam and fresh
baguette or brioche buns

» Mascarpone with strawberry jam and
shortbread cookies

»» Mascarpone with lemon curd and oat crackers

EASY,
BREEZY BRIE

Similar to goat cheese,
the mild flavor and

luxurious mouthfeel of
brie cheese pairs well with nearly any sweet or
savory jam. When in doubt, go with red fruits:

» Brie and strawberry jam is a perennial favorite
with or without a glass of Champagne

» Brie and cherry preserves—try them baked
together in puff pastry

» Brie with red currant jelly is perfect on a
fresh baguette

GO FOR "
THE GOAT

Fresh goat cheese,

or chevre, seems like it
was made for jam — a
spreadable, smooth cheese with just enough
tang to keep it on the savory side. In a pinch,
nearly all jams pair with goat cheese, here are a
few favorites:

» Goat cheese and fig jam (add caramelized
onions and you've got the makings of a
sandwich)

» Goat cheese with cranberry sauce or jelly is
excellent on a turkey sandwich

» Goat cheese and marmalade (orange, lemon
or grapefruit)

Reprinted by permission from grocery.coop
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